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8.1 OVERVIEW 

A baseline health risk assessment will be prepared for Operable Unit Number 5 (OU5) as part of the 
Phase I RCRA Facility investigation (RFl)/Remedial investigation (RI) report. Both a human health 
evaluation and an environmental evaluation will be performed. This section describes the human health 
risk assessment. The environmental risk assessment is described in Section 9.0 of this Work Pian. 

The purpose of the Phase I baseline risk assessment is to provide an estimate of potenual health risks 
that may resutt from releases of hazardous substances from OU5 in the absence of any remedW action. 
Risks will be calculated for both on-site and off-site exposures to contaminants released and/or 
transported from the IndMdual Hazardous Substance Sites (IHSSs), using available data as well as data 
collected during the Phase I investigation of the unit. 

The purpose of the baseline risk assessment is to provide infomation useful in determining the following, 
as described in the National Contingency Pian: 

0 A determination of whether the contaminants of concern identified at the site pose a 

A determination of whether remedial action is necessary at IHSS's within the unlt, and 

A justification for performing remedial actions 

current or potential risk to human health in the absence of any remedial action 

an identification of the media needing remediation 
0 

0 

This assessment wlll follow the guidance provided by the Environmental Protection Agency. It will also 
make use of additional information and methods that will facilitate interpretation of the results of the risk 
assessment EPA publications that will be consulted when performing the health risk assessment 

- 
- - _  - - 

- - _  - - include the following: - _  

0 Risk Assessment GuMance for Superfund, Volume I .  Human Health Evaluation Manual - - - 
_(Part Al. interim Final. 1989. EPA/540/1-89/002 

CERCLk interim Final. 1988. 
0 Guidance for Conductina Remedial Investlaations and Feaslbiiitv Studies Under 

0 Superfund ExDosure Assessment Manual. 1988. EPA/540/148/001. 
0 Expasure Factors Handbook. 1989. EPA/600/8-89/043. 
0 Guidance for Data Useabilitv in Risk Assessment. Interim Final. 1990. EPA/540/G- 

90/008. 


